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If the emergency communication requirements surpass the capabilities of the State agencies listed
above, assets under the Washington Military Department, Air National Guard, are available for
deployment. These assets are considerable and include both equipment, and personnel. The Air
National Guard has three (3) Theatre Deployable Communications (TDC) packages strategically
deployed around the state which consist of a total of 300 VHF land mobile P25 portable radios, 9
VHF repeaters, and 15 VHF base stations. There are an additional four (4) TDC packages scheduled
for deployment in 2008. In addition, the ANG also has 4 packages that support satellite
communications, cellular telephone connectivity (100 users each), data interoperability, as well as
having VHF, UHF, and 800MHz land mobile radio capability, and Raytheon ACU1000s to facilitate
cross band patching for interoperability. These assets are entirely self-contained and also come with
assigned personnel. After activation by the Governor, these assets can be airlifted or ground
transported to the affected areas within 24 to 72 hours.

The state of Washington’s State Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) recently completed an
evaluation of 23 project proposals representing nearly $45 million in requests by local jurisdictions
and state agencies for PSIC funding. During this process, the STR requirement, totaling $1.485
million for the state of Washington, was discussed at great length. After significant review, the SIEC
determined that the $1.485 million will have greater day-to-day interoperability impact and will serve
the immediate needs of local jurisdictions by applying those funds to local interoperability projects.
The impact of this decision represents one additional project being funded, which will increase
interoperability significantly within the greater Puget Sound area.

The SIEC recognized, however, that the issue of a Strategic Technology Reserve should be a standing
agenda item for the regular STEC meetings. Issues about governance, maintenance, sustainability,
operating procedures and enhanced capabilities are paramount to the success of any STR, and the
SIEC will be discussing these in greater detail at future meetings.

In summary, the state of Washington has equipment which meets the Strategic Technology Reserve
requirement. In addition, the SIEC has identified a higher priority in interoperability needs by
utilizing the $1.485 million for STR to support a significant local interoperability project.

Thank you for recognizing our state’s decision to leverage these limited grant funds to support
projects that make the largest impact for our citizens and our public safety emergency responders.

Sincerely,
Timothy J. Lowenberg, Major Gefieral

The Adjutant General
State Administering Agency
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